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When Adonais has been received into the mysterious
world beyond our ken, the poem grows less exultant and
more charged with sorrow and trouble. Finally, in a
strange rapture, and in stranger prescience, the poet feels
that he also is soon to join those who have gone before:

*' I am borne darkly, fearfully afar;
Whilst burning through the inmost veil of heaven,
The soul of Acltmnin, like a star,
Beacons from the abode whore the Eternal are,"

"Adonais" was printed at the Didot press in Pisa,
and was sent in type to London, where, however, it was
not republished, Seven years after its author's death
it was reprinted at Cambridge by a few enthusiastic
students, admirers of the little read poets, Keats and
Shelley,1

It was while engaged upon ((Adonais" that Shelley
was much perturbed by the piratical republication, by a
London bookseller, of his boyhood's 'poem, " Queen
Mab," He wrote at once to a solicitor, instructing him,
to procure an injunction, but the man Clark defied all
prosecutions, and is said to have sold copies by the
thousand. The most gross attacks were in consequence
made upon its author in various quarters. The " Govern-
ment prints " especially distinguished themselves by their
brutality: as Horace Smith informed Shelley, the dia-
bolical calumnies which they vented were boundless.
The result was a sale for " Queen Mab " far exceeding
that of all its author's other publications combined.

1 Among the Shelley Society's publications there is a facsimile
reprint of the exceedingly rare Pisa edition of the " Adonais,"atingly have pronounced
